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[Background]

Twenty years has passed since the United Nations Convention to Combat Desertification (“UNCCD”)entered into force. Now it is
becoming an urgent task for us to combat desertification and protect healthy lands where we face the effects of climate change
such as global warming and extreme weather events like severe droughts.

The 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development adopted at the United Nations Sustainable Development Summit in September 2015
sets Sustainable Development Goal 15.3 which is targeting to combat desertification to achieve a “land degradation-neutral world”
by 2030. What kind of contributions can we make to achieve this goal? We shall now look back on our past efforts in combating
desertification in order to take the next step forward.

[Program]

Opening Remarks 13:00-13:35

13:00-13:10 Yoshihiro Seki(State Minister of the Environment, Japan)
13:10-13:35 Monique Barbut (Executive Secretary of UNCCD)

Keynote Speeches 13:35-14:50

13:35-14:00 Kazuhiko Takeuchi(Director, IR3S, University of Tokyo. Senior Visiting Professor, UNU-IAS)

14:00-14:25 Uriel Safriel (Professor Emeritus, Hebrew University of Jerusalem)

14:25-14:50 Majig Tungalag(Director, Department of Forest Policy and Coordination, Ministry of Environment, Green Development
and Tourism, Mongolia)

Panel Discussions 15:00-17:00
15:00-16:00 Panel Discussion 1 : International cooperation for combating desertification
Moderator : Hiroko Kuniya(Anchor)
Panelists : Kenichi Shishido (Deputy DG, Global Environment Department, JICA),
Shunji Matsuoka (Professor, Graduate School of Asia Pacific Studies, Waseda University),
Jamsran Tsogtbaatar (Professor, IGG, MAS),
Hidenori Terai(General Manager, Fibers & Textiles Green Innovation Business Planning Dept,
Toray Industries, Inc.)
Lead Discussant : Chizuru Aoki(Global Environment Facility)
16:15-17:15 Panel Discussion 2 : The frontier of dryland science
Moderator : Theib Oweis (Distinguished Guest Professor, IPDRE, Tottori University)
Panelists : Atsushi Tsunekawa (Professor, ALRC, Tottori University), Masa Iwanaga(President, JIRCAS),
Tao Wang (DG, Northwest Institute of Eco-Environment and Resources, CAS), Aly Abousabaa (DG, ICARDA)

17:15-17:30 Closing Remarks
17:15-17:30 Ryota Teshima(President, Tottori University)

*Language spoken : English and Japanese (Simultaneous translators available in English and Japanese)
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Speaker Profiles / &EE>’O071—Ib

Opening Remarks / 2D

Yoshihiro Seki / State Minister of the Environment, Japan(2016-). A member of the House of Representatives (Constituency : Hyogo 3)

Former Deputy Secretary-General of the Liberal Democractic Party.He also held the Parliamentary Vice-Minister of Economy, Trade and Industry. Before entering the
House of Representatives in 2005, he had a long career in banking. He earned a Bachelor of Economics from Kwansei Gakuin University in 1989. He has a Master of
Business Administration from University of Wales, Human Academy Business School in 2015.
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Monique Barbut / United Nations Under-Secretary-General and Executive Secretary of the United Nations Convention to Combat Desertification
(UNCCD) (2013-)

From 2006 to 2012, she was Chief Executive Officer and Chairperson of the Global Environment Facility (GEF) and World Bank Vice President. Preceding which, she was

a UNEP director where she oversaw diverse functions in the French Aid system, ranging from aid evaluation to serving as Executive Director of Agence Francaise de

Dévéloppement. She also played a key role in the 1992 Rio Earth Summit finance negotiations and GEF’s creation thereafter.
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Keynote Speakers / BEffEiESE

Kazuhiko Takeuchi / Director and Professor, IR3S, The University of Tokyo. Senior Visiting Professor, UNU-IAS

Prof. of Grad. School of Agricultural and Life Sciences at the University of Tokyo(1997-2012). Senior Vice-Rector of UNU and Assistant Secretary-General of UN(2013-2016).
Member of Science Council of Japan, Deputy Chair of the Council of Food, Agriculture and Rural Area Policies, Editor in Chief of Sustainability Science (Springer Nature).
Former Chair of the Central Environmental Council of the Ministry of the Environment(MOEJ), and Former Chair of the Commission of a Project of MOEJ (Desertification
control in Northeast Asia).
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Uriel Safriel / Professor Emeritus, Hebrew University of Jerusalem

Former Chair of the Committee of Science and Technology, UNCCD. He has been Professor of Ecology in the Hebrew University of Jerusalem, Director of the Blaustein
Institutes for Desert Research of Ben-Gurion University, and Chief Scientist of the Parks and Nature Authority, Israel. He is currently the Chair of Israel UNESCO’s Man and
Biosphere National Committee and Co-Chair of Israel National Ecosystem Assessment Project.
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Majig Tungalag / Director, Department of Forest Policy and Coordination, Ministry of Environment, Green Development and Tourism, Mongolia
2016-)

Appointed to her current position in October 2016 following the reorganization of Mongolian ministries and agencies. She has extensive experiences in the field of forest

related issues as Director of Forest Agency and Vice minister of cabinet secretariat of government of Mongolia. She has been executive position of forest policies and

been Mongolia’s focal point of Food and Agriculture Organisation pf the United Nations(FAO). Ministry of Environment, Green Development and Tourism is handling the

UNCCD and plays the key role of coordinating relevant ministries and agencies in strategic planning for SDGs goal 15.3.
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[Moderator] Hiroko Kuniya / Anchor

Graduated from Brown University in 1979. She was a translator and an announcer of NHK (Japan Broadcasting Corporation)’s Seven O’clock evening News from 1981 to
1985. 1989-1993, An anchor of “World News” on NHK BS. She hosted “Close-up Gendai”, a daily current affairs program on NHK-TV from 1993 to 2016. She is a Trustee
of Tokyo University of the Arts, a Trustee of Taylor Anderson Memorial Fund and a board member of U.S.-Japan Council. Awarded 1998 Broadcast Woman Prize, 2012
Kan KIKUCHI Award, 2011 Japan National Press Club Prize and 2016 Galaxy special Prize.
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Kenichi Shishido / Senior Deputy Director General for Forest and Nature Conservation, Global Environment Department, Japan International
Cooperation Agency (JICA) (2013-)

In 1986, graduated from Faculty of Agriculture, University of Tokyo, and joined Japan International Cooperation Agency. Assigned to Director of Forest Environment

Cooperation Division, Forest and Nature Conservation Department in 2004, Resident Representative of Ghana Office (2005-2006) and Sudan Office (2007-2011), Senior

Advisor for Fifth Tokyo International Conference on African Development(TICADV) of African Department.
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Shunji Matsuoka / Professor at Graduate School of Asia-Pacific Studies and Director of Waseda Resilience Research Institute (WRRI) at Waseda
University in Tokyo

He was graduated from Graduate School of Economics, Kyoto University, Japan and earned his PhD in Environmental Management from Graduate School of Biosphere

Sciences, Hiroshima University, Japan. His specialties are Environmental Economics and Policy.
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Jamsran Tsogtbaatar / Senior researcher, Institute of Geography and GeoEcology (IGG), Mongolian Academy of Sciences (MAS)

Accomplished PhD in Forestry and Forest Management from Forest Technology University, Sofia of Bulgaria. He starts professional carrier working in Ministry of Nature
and Environment of Mongolia as Director of Department and Advisor to the Minister. He has served as Director of IGG of MAS since 1997. Last 20 years, his research
team achieved many experiences in environmental protection and natural resources management of Mongolia.
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Hidenori Terai / General Manager, Fibers & Textiles Green Innovation Business Planning Dept and Special Assignment Global Environment
Business Strategic Planning Dept, Toray Industries, Inc.

Graduated from the Faculty of Law, Keio University. After he began his carrer at Toray Industries, Inc. in 1985, he held various posts in sales of fibers and textiles in Japan

and China. Since June 2011, he managed the International Fibers and Textiles Operation Department in the associated company. Appointed to his current position in

July 2016, he is now leading the green innovation activities related to textile business.
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[Moderator] Theib Oweis / Distinguished Guest Professor, International Platform for Dryland Research and Education (IPDRE), Tottori
University

He is a leading authority on agricultural water conservation and served as the Director of Integrated Water and Land Management Program at the International Center for

Agricultural Research in the Dry Areas(ICARDA). Appointed to his current position at IPDRE in January, 2016. After graduating from Aleppo University in Syria with BSc in

Agriculture, he pursued his PhD in agriculture and irrigation engineering at University of Utah in USA. Started his career as an assistant professor of University of Jordan in

1983, and spent more than 20 years at ICARDA from 1991.
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Atsushi Tsunekawa / Professor, Arid Land Research Center, Tottori University

Also serves as a Head of Strategic Management Office of International Platform for Dryland Research and Education (IPDRE), Tottori University. Currently a Science and
Technology Correspondent from Japan to the Committee of Science and Technology of UNCCD.
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Masa lwanaga / President, Japan International Research Center for Agricultural Sciences (JIRCAS) (2011-)

He served for many important positions such as Deputy Director General of International Plant Genetic Resources Institute (IPGRI) and Director General of International
Maize and Wheat Improvement Center (CIMMYT). He also concurrently holds positions with the following international and national organizations/functions: Chair of the
Program Committee of the Board of Trustees of Africa Rice Center (AfricaRice, formerly WARDA); Member of Steering Committee of “Science and Technology Diplomacy”
of Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Japan; Japanese Member of the G20 Meeting of Agricultural Chief Scientists (MACS); Member of Administrative Council, Kyoto University,
Japan.
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Tao Wang / Director General, Northwest Institute of Eco-Environment and Resources, Chinese Academy of Sciences(CAS) (2016-)

After obtaining his PhD degree in physical geography at the Institute of Dessert Research, CAS, he spent his JST fellowship at National Institute of Agro-Environmental
Sciences in Japan. He has served as Director of Cold and Arid Regions Environmental & Engineering Research Institute, CAS since 2003 and appointed to his current
position in 2016.
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Aly Abousabaa / Director General, International Center for Agricultural Research in the Dry Areas (ICARDA)

He is an expert at managing research and development projects in agriculture, water, and natural resources management in more than 35 countries in the Middle East,
Africa, Asia and the United States with an emphasis on strategic leadership in sustainable development, operations, and policy.
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Ryota Teshima / President of Tottori University. Executive Director of IPDRE, Tottori University

After receiving his PhD in medicine from Tottori University, he has served as a Visiting Researcher at Harvard Medical School Massachusetts General Hospital, Professor
at Tottori University, Director of Tottori University Hospital and Dean of School of Medicine at Tottori University. He became President of Tottori University in 2013 and
became Executive Director of International Platform for Dryland Research and Education in January of 2015 to promote university-wide research in the field of dryland
science.
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